Of Division And ‘Taqlid 


Allah & revealed the Qur’an and the Sunnah to our 


Prophet Muhammad #} so that mankind would study 


them and practice them. This was the religion of Islam that 


was P by the Messenger #8 to his Companions 











#8, which they conveyed to the generations thereafter. 
. was preserved in the Qur'an and the Sunnah, 
and the Sunnah was preserved in the books of hadith. 
If a Muslim with understanding of the Arabic language 
picked up the Qur'an, or Sahih al-Bukhari, or Sahih 
Muslim, he would not require encyclopedic knowledge 
to be able to understand and practice his religion overall, 
for learning its basics was facilitated for him by Allah &. 
He made tawhid and iman from the simplest matters that 
any layman could understand. Similarly is the case of 
many definite rulings of Islam, including the obligation 
to unite in one body, appoint a single leader, and hear 
and obey him, as the proofs in the Shariah and the 
evidences inside the creation are so many that a person 
with a sound fitrah, even if he were mostly ignorant, 
would not be able to overlook this obligation. 


{And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do 
not become divided} [Al ‘Imran: 103]. The Prophet 2 
said, “Whoever dies while not having a bayah around 
his neck dies a death of jahiliyyah” [Reported by Muslim 
from Ibn ‘Umar]. And the explicit proofs and implicit 





10 ARTICLE 





evidences for these fundamentals are very many; whoever 


seeks them will find them easily." 


Yet Muslims today are discouraged by the so-called “Salafi” 
or even “Salafi Jihadi” claimants from approaching 
the Qur’an and the Sunnah without blinding goggles 
limiting them to the desires of contemporary “scholars” 
from amongst those supporting the tawaghit or those 
sitting back amongst their women in the shades of the 
tawaghit. Was this deviant intermediary a condition 
for understanding the religion before? Was it ever a 


prerequisite for jama ah? 


Know that it is undeniably a trait of the people of deviance 
to remain divided without having a single imam. For 
this reason, Ahlus-Sunnah are called Ahlus-Sunnah wal- 
Jama’ah, meaning they follow the Sunnah and adhere 
to the Muslim body embodied in the khilafah and its 
imam while distancing themselves from the deviant sects 
and the mutinous parties. As for contemporary “Ahlus- 
Sunnah,” then they replaced the concept of Jama’ah with 
a deviant interpretation of shtira more akin to democracy 


ballot boxes than the shura of the Khulafa’ ar-Rashidin. 


Imam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab & said, “These 
are matters in which the kitabi and illiterate people of the 
Jahiliyyah opposed Allah’s Messenger #?. The Muslim 
cannot afford to be ignorant of these matters, for by the 





opposite of good, good becomes manifest. And through 
the opposite of matters, matters become distinct ... The 
second of these matters [after major shirk] is that they 
are divided about their religion, as Allah & said, {But 


1 See, for example, “Kitab al-Ahkam” of al-Bukhari and “Kitab al-Imarah” of Muslim. 


the people divided their religion among them into sects 
— each faction, in what it has, rejoicing} [Al-Mu’minun: 
53]. They are also divided about their dunya and they 
consider this good. So he $ came with unity regarding 
the religion with Allah’s statement, {He has ordained for 
you of religion what He enjoined upon Nūh and that 
which We have revealed to you, and what We enjoined 
upon Ibrahim and Misa and ‘Isa — to establish the 
religion and not be divided therein} [Ash-Shtra: 13]. 
Allah & also said, {Indeed, those who have divided their 
religion and become sects — you have nothing to do with 
them} [Al-An’am: 159]. He also prohibited us from 
being like them with Allah’s statement, {And do not be 
like the ones who became divided and differed after the 
clear proofs had come to them. And those will have a 
great punishment} [Al ‘Imran: 105]. He also prohibited 
us from dividing about the dunya with Allah's statement, 
{And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and 
do not become divided} [Al ‘Imran: 103]. The third 
of these matters is that they considered disobeying the 
person in authority and refusing to yield to him a virtue. 
They considered hearing and obeying him humiliation 
and disgrace. Allahs Messenger $ opposed them and 
ordered his companions to be patient with the injustices 
of the rulers’. He ordered them to hear and obey them 
and give them sincere advice. He was severe about this, 
expressed it, and repeated it. These three matters he & 
gathered together in the hadith reported by al-Bukhari 
and Muslim, ‘Allah is pleased with three matters for 
you, that you worship Him and not associate anything 
with Him in worship, that you hold to the rope of Allah 
together and not divide, and that you sincerely advise 
those whom Allah gives authority over you.’ No calamity 
occurred in the people’s religion and dunya except by 
violation of these three principles or some of them” 


[Masa‘il al-Jahiliyyah]. 


He & also said, “From the most amazing things and 
greatest signs showing the power of Allah & are six 
principles that He & made very clear more so than 
what the doubtful people think. Thereafter, many of 
the ‘intelligent’ people of the world and ‘wise’ men of 
mankind erred about these principles, except for a very 
few. ... The second principle [after the obligation of 
tawhid and prohibition of shirk] is that Allah ordered 
with unity regarding the religion and prohibited division 
within it. Allah clarified this with clear and conclusive 
evidence that the laymen can understand. He prohibited 
us from being like those who divided before us and thus 
were destroyed. He also mentioned that He ordered 
the Messengers with unity regarding the religion and 


2 He refers to Muslim rulers who rule by the Shariah but commit injustices, not rulers 
who apostatize by legislating, executing, or judging by manmade laws, nor rulers who have 
wala’ to the crusaders against the Muslims. 


prohibited them from division within it. What makes 
this clearer is what the Sunnah came with of amazing 
teachings in this regards. Then the matter changed until 
division over the fundamentals and branches of the 
religion became ‘knowledge’ and ‘figh of the religion’! 
And then no one called to the obligation to unite 
regarding the religion except for a ‘zindiq or ‘madman’! 
The third principle is that the fulfillment of unity is by 
hearing and obeying he who has been granted authority 
over us even if he might be an Ethiopian slave. Allah 
clarified this prevalently and sufficiently through various 
kinds of shar’'i and qadari evidences. It then became the 
fundamental not known to most of the claimants of 
knowledge. What then of acting in accordance with this 
matter!” [Six Great Beneficial Fundamentals]. 


And although jamaah is from the most obvious of 
obligations with even the fitrah of many animals being 
inclined to it, the modern claimants of Islam argue that 
it is better for the Ummah to have religious and political 
pluralism! They prefer that Ahlus-Sunnah tolerate the 
various sects of bid’ah and even apostasy who claim 
to belong to the Muslim Ummah. ‘They also wish that 
Ahlus-Sunnah would permit the existence of deviant, 
warring, and selfish political parties and militant factions 
on the liberated Muslim lands! They made taqlid (blind 
following) of their partisan, evil “scholars” an essential 
aspect of “religion.” And through this, they propagated 
the “virtue” of division and denounced the “evil” of 
jamaah in their campaign against the revived body of 
Islam, the Khilafah. How wicked are the deviant parties 
and corrupt “scholars”! 


Therefore know — may Allah have mercy upon you — 
that the major basis for the religions of the Jahiliyyah 
was taqlid. After Imam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab 
æ mentioned the first three aspects of their religion 
(shirk, religious division, and political disunity), he said, 
“The fourth matter is that their religion is based upon 
principles, the greatest of which is taqlid. It is the major 
principle for all the kuffar, the first of them and last of 
them, as Allah &% said, {And similarly, We did not send 
before you any warner into a city except that its affluent 
said, “Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and 
we are, in their footsteps, following”} [Az-Zukhruf: 23]. 
He & also said, {And when it is said to them, “Follow what 
Allah has revealed,” they say, “Rather, we will follow that 
upon which we found our fathers.” Even if Shaytan was 
inviting them to the punishment of Hellfire?} [Luqman: 
21]. So he & came to them with Allah’s statement, {Say, 
“T only advise you of one thing — that you stand for Allah, 
[seeking truth] in pairs and individually, and then give 
thought.” There is not in your companion any madness. 
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He is only a warner to you before a severe punishment} 
[Saba’: 46] and Allah’s statement, {Follow what has been 
revealed to you from your Lord and do not follow other 
than Him any allies. Little do you remember} [AI-A’raf: 


3]” [Masa‘il al-Jahiliyyah]. 


He thereafter goes on detailing various kinds of taqlid 
that the people of Jahiliyyah practiced. He & said, “From 
their biggest principles is to be dazzled by the majority. 
They use this as evidence to claim something is correct. 
They also claim something is false by its strangeness and 
lack of followers. So he came to them with the opposite 
of such. Allah clarified it in more than one place in the 
Quran.’ They also use the people of the past as proof, 
as described in Allah’s statement {[Firawn] said, “Then 
what is the case of the former generations?”} [Taha: 51]. 
{We have not heard of this among our forefathers’ } 
[Al-Mu’minun: 24]. They also use as proof a people who 
were given strength in intellect, feats, kingship, wealth, 
and honor. Allah rejected this by His statement, {And 
We had certainly established them in such as We have 
not established you, and We made for them hearing and 
vision and hearts. But their hearing and vision and hearts 
availed them not from anything when they were rejecting 
the signs of Allah; and they were enveloped by what 
they used to ridicule} [Al-Ahqaf: 26]. They also claim 
something is false due to no one following it except the 
weak. {“Should we believe you while you are followed by 
the lowest [class of people]?”} [Ash-Shu’ara: 111], {“Is it 
these whom Allah has favored among us?”} [Al-An’am: 


3 For example, {And even if We had sent down to them the angels and the dead spoke to 
them and We gathered together everything in front of them, they would not believe unless 
Allah should will. But most of them are ignorant} [Al-Anam: 111]. 
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53]. So Allah responded with His statement, {Is not Allah 
most knowing of those who are grateful?} [Al-An’am: 
53]. They follow the sinful scholars and worshippers. So 
he $ 
have believed, indeed many of the scholars and the monks 
devour the wealth of people unjustly and avert them 
from the way of Allah} [At-Tawbah: 34] and with Allah’s 


statement, {“Do not exceed limits in your religion beyond 
the truth and do not follow the inclinations of a people 





came to them with Allah’s statement, {O you who 


who had gone astray before and misled many and have 
strayed from the soundness of the way”} [Al-M@idah: 77]. 
They also claim the religion is false due to its small amount 
of followers and their lack of intellect, as in their statement 
{“simple-minded”} [Htd: 27]. 


incorrect qiyas, as in their statement, {“You are not but 


They use as evidence 


men like us”} [Ibrahim: 10]. They also reject correct qiyas.* 
What links this matter to the former is that they do not 
understand the difference between the inclusive and the 
distinctive. They go to extremes in their love and imitation 
of the scholars and righteous, as described in Allah's 
statement, {O People of the Book, do not commit excess 
in your religion or say about Allah except the truth} [An- 
Nisa: 171]. All the preceding is based upon a principle 
of negation and affirmation: They follow their desires and 
doubts and abandon what the Messengers came with” 


[Points 5-14 of “Mas@il al-Jahiliyyah”]. 


Know also that the taqlid of the jahili people was not 


towards pious scholars or scholarly worshippers, but 


4 They rejected many of the logical proofs for ulihiyyah and resurrection, for example, 
{And We have sent down blessed rain from the sky and made grow thereby gardens and 
grain from the harvest and lofty palm trees having fruit arranged in layers — as provision 
for the servants, and We have given life thereby to a dead land. Thus is the resurrection} 
[Qaf: 9-11]. 





rather, as Imam Muhammad Ibn 
‘Abdil-Wahhab said, “Their religious 
leaders were either corrupt scholars 
or ignorant worshippers, as described 
in Allah’s statement, {A party of them 
used to hear the words of Allah and 
then distort the Tawrah after they 
had understood it while they were 
knowing} [Al-Baqarah: 75] to His 
statement, {And among them are 
unlettered ones who do not know the 
Book except in wishful thinking, but 
they are only assuming} [Al-Baqarah: 
78)” [Masail al-Jahiliyyah]. 


He & also described this condition 
by saying, “The fourth principle is 
clarifying what knowledge and figh 
is, who the scholars and fuqah@ are, 
and who attempts to resemble them 
but is not truly from them. Allah % 
has clarified this principle in Surat 
al-Baqarah in His description of 
Bani Israil [Al-Bagarah: 40-121]. 
What makes this clearer is what the 
Sunnah clarified on this matter with 
many clear and apparent words that 
the most simple layman can grasp 
easily. This principle then became the 
strangest of matters. ‘Knowledge’ and 
‘fiqh’ became bid’ah and deviation; 
the ‘best’ thing they could do is 
confuse the truth with falsehood 
for others. Now no one utters the 
knowledge that Allah & obligated 
upon the and praised 


except a ‘zindiq or ‘madman’! And 


creation 


the person who denounces it, holds 
enmity towards it, authors warnings 
against and condemnations of it, 
became the ‘fagih’ and ‘scholar’! ‘The 
fifth principle is that Allah clarified 
who His awliya are, and made them 
distinct from those who attempt to 
resemble them from amongst His 
hypocritical and corrupt enemies. 
One ayah in Sarat Al ‘Imran is 
sufficient in clarifying this, {Say, “If 
you should love Allah, then follow 
me, Allah will love you”} [Al ‘Imran: 
31], and one ayah in Strat al-M@idah, 
{O you who have believed, whoever 
of you should revert from his religion 


— Allah will bring forth [in place of 
them] a people He will love and who 
will love Him who are humble toward 
the believers, powerful against the 
disbelievers; they strive for the cause 
of Allah and do not fear the blame of 
a critic} [Al-M@idah: 51], and ayat in 
Surat Yunus, {Unquestionably, there 
will be no fear for the allies of Allah, 
nor will they grieve. They are those 
who believed and were fearing Allah} 
[Yanus: 62-63]. Then — according 
to the claimants of knowledge who 
claim to be guides for the creation 
and preservers of the Shari'ah — the 
matter became that the awliya must 
abandon following the Messengers, 
and whoever follows the Messenger 
is not from the awliya. They must 
also abandon jihad, and whoever 
performs jihad is not from them. They 
must also abandon iman and taqwa, 
and whoever commits to iman and 
taqwa is not from them. Our Lord, 
we ask You forgiveness and wellness. 
You are the hearer of du’a” [Six Great 
Beneficial Fundamentals]. 


And similarly the claimants of Islam 
today require that Muslims blindly 
follow corrupt scholars and ignorant 
worshippers and reject the obligation 
of jamaah otherwise they are 
“Khawarij”! They ask the Muslims 
those 
abandoned jihad in an era where jihad 
is fard ‘ayn. They ask the Muslims 


to follow those “scholars” who are 


to follow “scholars” who 


silent about the evils of rulers who 
are tawaghit not merely tyrannical. 
They even ask the Muslims to follow 
those “scholars” who call to deviance 
and apostasy and who side with the 
crusaders and apostates against the 
Muslims! Is it not the obligation to 
hate these “scholars” for Allah’s sake 


and boycott them until they repent? 


Shaykhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah & 
said, “The comprehensive hijrah is to 
boycott sins and the people of sin, as 
well as the callers to bid’ah, the fasiq 
people, those who socialize with any 


of these people or aid them in their 
sin, and those who abandon jihad, 
the deed without which there is no 
good for the people, as he should 
be punished by boycott because he 
does not help the Muslims in piety 
and righteousness. So the fornicators, 
the sodomites, the abandoners of 
jihad, the people of bid’ah, and 
the drunkards, these people and 
the mingling with them is harmful 
for the religion of Islam. ‘There is 
no cooperation from them not 
upon righteousness nor upon piety. 
Whoever does not boycott them 
has abandoned a commanded deed 
and committed a censured action” 
[Majmčť al-Patawa]. 


Yes, those who abandon jihad are akin 
to the fornicators, the sodomites, and 
the drunkards, and yet the claimants 
of Islam request the mujahidin to 
blindly follow these sinful “scholars,” 
those who prefer to sit in the shades 
of the tawaghit and crusaders rather 
than perform jihad against the 


kuffar... 


“scholars” who are 


As for those 
merely silent about the tawaghit, 
then they are worse than the sinners 


who commit the severest of sins. 


Ibnul-Qayyim & said, “Those who 
have a background with what Allah 
sent His Messenger #} and with 
what his Companions were upon 
realize that most of those famous for 
their religiosity are actually the least 
What 


religion and what good are in a person 


religious. Allahulmusta’an. 
who sees Allah’s sanctuary violated, 
His limits disregarded, His religion 
abandoned, and the Sunnah of His 


SO 





Messenger # turned away from, 
while his heart is cool and tongue is 
silent? He is a mute devil just as the 
one who speaks with falsehood is a 
speaking devil. Is the calamity of the 
religion from anyone but these who 
if their food and positions are safe, 


then they care not what happens to 
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Knowledge should be in the hearts 
and reflected in one’s deeds, not 
merely on the shelves 





the religion? The best of them is he who tries to be sad 
and barely opens his mouth. If he were to be disputed over 
something that pains him of his honor or wealth, he would 
exert, strive, and use all three levels of denunciation to the 
best of his ability. These people, in addition to them falling 
from the eye of Allah and Allah hating them, have been 
afflicted in the Dunya with the greatest affliction possible 
while not realizing it, that is the death of the heart, because 
the more the heart is alive, the stronger the anger for Allah 
and His Messenger is and the more complete the rush to 
support the religion is” [?lam al-Muwaqqi in]. 


He & also said, “The religion is not merely abandoning 
the open sins, rather, in addition to that, it is carrying out 
the orders loved by Allah. Most of those claiming to be 
religious disregard from the religion everything except 
what the laymen have common with them. As for jihad, 
commanding the good, forbidding the evil, being sincere 
towards Allah and His Messenger, sincerely advising His 
slaves, and supporting Allah, His Messenger, His religion, 
and His book, then these deeds do not come to their mind, 
never mind wanting to do them, never mind actually doing 
them. The least religious of people and the most hated by 
Allah are those who abandon these deeds even if they have 
zuhd towards all the Dunya. It is rare that you find one of 
them having his face change and turn red for Allah's sake, 
get angry for His sanctuary, and exert himself in support of 
His religion. The people of major sins are better in Allah's 
sight than these people” [“Uddat as-Sabirin]. 
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Accordingly, how can one take as role models the 
effeminate males — the abandoners of jihad? Or the mute 
devils silent about the tawaghit, in whose shade they 
rest with their wives? If it is wrong in general to blindly 
follow a pious scholar or knowledgeable worshipper, is 
it not more wrong to follow the sinful devils! Why then 
does the Muslim not turn to the basic teachings of the 
Quran and the Sunnah and apply them as they should 
be applied without making these “scholars” a barrier from 


him joining the Jamaah of the Muslims, the Khilafah? 


Imam Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab said, “The sixth 
principle is to reject the doubt fabricated by Shaytan 
to make the people abandon the Qur’an and Sunnah 
and follow the divided and inconsistent opinions and 
desires. This doubt is the claim that the Quran and 
Sunnah cannot be understood except by an absolute 
mujtahid. And the mujtahid according to them is the 
person described with so many traits, which perhaps 
do not exist altogether in Abt Bakr and ‘Umar &! 
And if the person is not so, then it is ‘undoubtedly’ and 
‘unquestionably’ a ‘mandatory obligation’ for him to turn 
away from the Qur’an and Sunnah! As for the person 
who seeks guidance from the Qur’an and Sunnah, then 
he is either a ‘zindiq or ‘madmar due to the difficulty in 
understanding them! Glory and praise be to Allah! Allah 
greatly and clearly refuted this accursed doubt from 
numerous angles through the Sharrah, the Qadar, the 
creation, and the command, until it reached the level of 
essential, common knowledge, but most of the people do 
not know. {Already the word has come into effect upon 
most of them, so they do not believe. Indeed, We have 
put shackles on their necks, and they are to their chins, so 
they are with heads [kept] aloft. And We have put before 
them a barrier and behind them a barrier and covered 
them, so they do not see. And it is all the same for them 
whether you warn them or do not warn them — they 
will not believe. You can only warn one who follows the 
message and fears the Most Merciful unseen. So give him 
good tidings of forgiveness and noble reward} [Yasin: 7- 
11]” [Six Great Beneficial Fundamentals]. 


After this, every person should destroy the various 
idols that were erected inside the hearts by the “jihadi” 
muqallidin in an attempt to inhibit the growth of the 
Khilafah. Every deviant statue should be defaced until 
emulation is of Allah's Messenger # alone and bay’ah is 
to the Qurashi Imam alone. No hizbi idol should become 
an obstacle for the Muslim upon his path towards the 


Khilafah. May Allah guide the truthful to the truth and 
expose the hypocrisy of the hypocrites. 


